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follow Lloyd George's leadership.   But in truth the fight
had gone out of the Government,   It was torn by internal
dissensions caused by Chamberlain's adoption of Tariff
Reform; and was staggering on towards that overwhelming
defeat which put an end to its unlainented life a year later.
The Coercion Act was never enforced during 1904; and
after that it was invoked as rarely as possible, and then with
the most perfect diplomatic gentleness*   The advent of
a Liberal Government, and even more  the creation in
1907 of a Welsh Department of the Board of Education,
completely altered the situation, and the fires of the old
controversy gradually died down*   It was left to Winston
Churchill, then a recent convert to Liberalism, to point
the moral of the memorable struggle*   " Why," he asked,
" if Scotland has the educational system she chooses, should
not Ireland and Wales have the educational system which
they respectively want too?   The more you can interest
localities in education,  the more generous will be the
provision which they will make for it, the more effective
will be the control which they will exert over the spending
of the money they have themselves provided*   It seems to
me that the Irish demand for self-government, and the
Welsh demand for devolution, ought not to go forward
separately-   They should go forward together, hand-in-
hand, strengthening each other, and also limiting each
other/'   The establishment of the Welsh Department of
the Board of Education in 1907, and even more the appoint-
ment of the beloved Owen M Edwards to be its head*
did much to reconcile Wales to the situation; and in the
course of the next few years an enormous amount was done
to staff the schools with capable and enthusiastic Welsh
teachers, as well as to provide efficient teaching of tbe
WfJsh  language,   Welsh   literature   and   history.  The
iBaafeaty of Welsh people probably feel that no more need